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dollar out of paper or out of seventy-odd cents wortk of silver. Men possessing 
these qualifications belong indisputably to the majority, and if we confine the 
privilege of voting exclusively to them we carry out the theory of our government 
and cut off that meaningless excrescence, the voting of the minority. 

This, then, is the cnange which should be made if we wish to be be consistent 
upholders of universal suffrage. The more earnestly we believe in universal suf- 
frage, the more earnestly we ought to try to limit the exercise of suffrage to the 
ignorant. This may seem a paradox, but it is a great political truth. We have 
built our government on the broad principle that the ignorant shall rule the in- 
telligent. Let us show ourselves consistent by relieving the intelligent of the 
fruitless burden of voting. 

W. L. Alden. 

IV. 

HALLS FOB PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

It is eminently desirable that in every city there should be one great hall 
capable of holding such numbers of citizens as usually attend out-of-door assem- 
blies, and that the cost of hiring of such hall should be moderate. But moderate 
cost is a thing unattainable if the hall ba reserve! for public meetings only ; it 
must be employed for other purposes. Now every considerable city needs a com- 
mercial exchange of one kiud or another — some great centre for the transaction of 
business on a large scale. So too every city needs a theatre, concert-hall, or what 
not. If one public hall could be used for these several purposes, its hire one even- 
ing for a public meeting, a theatrical exhibition, an operatic performance, etc., 
need not cost, as it does now, as much as will pay for many days the interest on 
the capital invested in its construction. Probably no great public hall in any of 
our cities is ever used, on the average, oftener thau three nights in a week. Thus 
three nights a week must pay the expenses of the building during seven days and 
nights. But let one of the " exchanges " (or more than one) occupy the hall daily 
during business hours— 10 to 3. Then let it be used for lectures, theatrical exhi- 
bitions, public meetings during the evenings, and on Sundays morning and even- 
ing for religious meetings or sacred concerts or lectures, and the burden of expense 
to be borne by each of these pai t-tenauts, will be comparatively light. Of course 
the project is not free from problems and difficulties, but a competent architect 
may be trusted to meet these and to overcome them, planuiug an interior that 
will serve equally well for all purposes. After the architect has done his part, 
Yankee ingenuity will provit e a way of transforming almost instantaneously tho 
" bear garden" of the exchange into the theatre auditorium, or into the place of 
religious assembly. The certainty of adequate income from a structure of this 
kind would justify the most liberal expenditure for an absolutely fire- proof build- 
ing. 

J. P. G. Jameson. 

V. 

"COMMUNISM AND PBOTECTION." 

The February edition of the North American Review published an article 
entitled " Communism and Protection," by W. M. Pishback, in which the follow- 
ing extraordinary conjunction was made: 

"Communism, Socialism, Henry Qeorgeism, and all that family of dogmas, 
have . . . one common essential principle : That it is the right and duty of 
Government to seize, by law, the fruits of the labor of one man and divide them 
with others." 



